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PREFACE

T he Sociology of Deviance: Differences, Tradition, and Stigma, Second Edition,
remains essentially the same in overall organization and chapter layout

and titles. New to the book is updated data and facts from empirical research
and government and agency reports.  Some information in most chapters
was retained from the first edition if it was deemed still relevant and inter-
esting. The definition of deviance has been modified to be more in line with
standard understandings of the term which frequently describe deviance as
violations of social norms. The word “differences” remains part of the defin-
ition and implies differences in attitudes, lifestyles, values, and choices that
exist among individuals and groups in society. The concept of deviance  is
no longer treated as a label in itself, also placing the definition of the term
more in alignment with its standard usage. The title of the book is the same
as the first edition. “Tradition” still implies the book covers areas that have
long been addressed in deviance texts such as addictions, crime, and sexual
be haviors, to name a few. “Stigma” is in honor of Erving Goffman, a giant in
the discipline of sociology who has much to offer to the study of deviance.
“Differences” was explained above. In addition, every attempt has been made
to respond to comments from colleagues and students concerning text con-
tent and writing style. Chapters still include “In Recognition” or comments
that honor scholars whose research and professional interests are related to
the chapters under study.  Case studies are once again included in the chap-
ters, generally in the beginning with some inserted into other parts of the
chapters. Revising books offers challenges that involve decisions of what is
to be added, changed, maintained, and deleted from previous editions. Such
was the case with this effort. As alluded to earlier, the scope of this edition
remains similar to the first edition with modifications found in every chapter. 
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Section 1

BACKGROUND





Chapter 1

THE NATURE OF DEVIANCE

CASE STUDY: THE HUTTERITES

Occasionally, societies experience the settlement of successful communal
organizations, or subcultures. Over the years, the United States has

seen the emergence of numerous communes, and to this day, few exist. How -
ever, several communal organizations have survived and even flourished.
One such group is known as the Hutterites, one of three Anabaptist religious
communes with origins in central Europe who immigrated to North America
in search of religious freedoms during the nineteenth century. Most of the
30,000 Hutterites in North America reside in Canada, and some communes
dot the plains of the north central states, such as North and South Dakota.

The Hutterites are an agricultural-based society which partially explains
their success and durability. With total focus and in-depth attention of each
commune on farming as the major economic mode of production, the com-
munes are well-known for their successful harvests and acquisition of ade-
quate financial resources and security. Notwithstanding, one of the most
important values of the Hutterites is communal ownership of wealth as op -
posed to individual hoarding of wealth, power, and income. In this respect,
the Hutterites have been referred to as the “Christian Communists of Canada.”

The Hutterites adhere to rigid understanding of the Bible, meaning they
interpret it literally. From this derives all of the values and practices so deeply
followed by the group, including traditional sex roles and corporal punish-
ment for misbehaving children. In respect to traditional sex roles, the Hut -
terites maintain sex role segregation relative to work, family structure, and
power in the communes. Men undertake physical labor associated with farm-
ing and other outside-type chores, while women cook, sew, shop, and take
on the primary responsibilities of child-rearing. In addition, Hutterite male
and female dress reflects their strong preoccupation with avoiding sins of the
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6 The Sociology of Deviance

flesh, since women wear long dresses that reveal no skin, and they wear head
coverings. Male dress is also conservative and like that of women does not
vary from man-to-man. All of this spills over to male leadership in each com-
mune, where elected male elders make the major business and religious deci-
sions. Women in essence are in the background and are not allowed an equal
status with men.

Although there is evidence of change, most Hutterite communes stress
education up to but ending with high school. Mastery of the three “r’s,” read-
ing, writing, and arithmetic is the focus of Hutterite education, along with
Hutterite religious and cultural education. Some modern communes allow
gifted individuals to matriculate to college, but this is rare. Experiencing the
outside world does occur with Hutterites especially when they go into neigh-
boring towns on business, but to encourage the young to attend college is
seen by most Hutterites as a threat to their traditions and lifestyles. Attending
colleges or universities would expose young Hutterites to the very issue of
greatest concern for their salvation: sins of the flesh. What is more, Hutterite
youth might be more likely to leave the life once they found more about the
outside world, its opportunities, and many diversions.

Hutterite life appears simple and uncomplicated. Dress style is the same
for men and for women, and homes do not allow pictures on the walls, even
pictures of flowers or mountains, because once again this is considered world -
ly and antithetical to Hutterite interpretation of the Bible. So day by day,
year after year, Hutterite life and culture remain essentially unchanged, cen-
tered around religious dogma, farming, and a quiet, peaceful existence.

Deviance Defined

Consider this for a moment: a way of life in twenty-first century America
that embraces sex role inequality, and communal as opposed to individual
acquisition of wealth. Add to this a very strict adherence to the bible and liv-
ing miles away from the modern social world with no televisions, radios, DVD
players or IPods. The questions for you may be “what do I make of this” and
“would I trade places with the Hutterites” (or would they switch lifestyles
with us?).

Our first impression may be that the Hutterites are weird or strange, or
just not with it. We may even question their mental health. However, we are
reminded that they have chosen to live a much secluded way of life, one rem-
iniscent of the nineteenth century. This type of example is the essence of the
study of deviance since sociologists interested in this field often find them-
selves studying people and lifestyles much different than what most of us have
experienced, or ever will experience. The study of deviance includes the
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study of differences or what may not be ordinary or common in society. In
this book. the definition of deviance presented is atypical of those found in
other similar texts. The definition offered here is “deviance involves the vio-
lation of social norms and encompasses the differences in behaviors, values,
attitudes, lifestyles, and life choices among individuals and groups.” For ex -
ample, the religious-based communal organization the Hutterites posseses a
different lifestyle than members of 1960s communes that practiced free love
and the use of illict drugs. Both organizations are uncommon in contempo-
rary American society and embrace behaviors that are in contrast to impor-
tant societal norms and values. And historically the Hutterites have practiced
traditional gender roles, a value that has long parted ways with many Ameri -
cans. The majority of communes that engaged in free love and embraced “do
your own thing” withered away several decades ago and even then were often
perceived as being in violation of strongly held American beliefs and values.

Multiple Definitions of Deviance

Listed below are definitions of deviance that have been offered over the
years. These are presented here for the purpose of contrast, with each other
and with the definition to be employed in this text. The definitions are those
that were developed by major scholars in the study of deviance.

Ronald Akers: We consider here only behavior which deviates in a disap-
proved direction. More specifically, attention is directed primarily to instances
of disapproved behavior considered serious enough to warrant major societal
efforts to control them, using strong negative sanctions or treatment-corrective
techniques. (1977: 11)
Howard S. Becker: The deviant is one to whom the label has successfully been
applied; deviant behavior is behavior that people so label. (1963: 9)
Kai T. Erickson: Deviance is not a property inherent in certain forms of behav-
ior. It is properly conferred upon these forms by the audiences which directly or
indirectly witness them. (1962: 308)
Robert K. Merton: . . . deviant behavior refers to conduct that departs signifi-
cantly from the norms set for people in their social statuses. (1966: 805)
John Kitsuse: Forms of behavior per se do not differentiate deviants from non-
deviants; it is the responses of the conventional and conforming members of the
society who identify and interpret behavior as deviant which sociologically trans -
forms persons into deviants. (1962: 253)
John A. Humphrey: In short, the process of defining behaviors as deviant or
not, and the public response to the act and the actor established a boundary be -
tween acceptable and unacceptable behavior in a given society. Norms and val-
ues have been established; social organization and culture have been defined.
(2006: 6).
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